Documents Related to Franklin Delano Roosevelt, 1909 to 1976

Oak Island, Nova Scotia

Compiled by Les MacPhie, November 2014

Ref No Date Description No of Page
Pages no
1 No Date Index Card re Franklin Delano Roosevelt 1 1
2 No Date Note on Franklin D. Roosevelt Library 1 2
Letter from Duncan Harris to Franklin Roosevelt, comments on
3 Oct 17, 1909 results of borings by Bowdoin (sketch not attached) 2 34
Letter from H. L. Bowdoin to Franklin D. Roosevelt regarding
4 Nov 18, 1926 | investment in diving operation using special suit to recover treasure 1 5
from sunken ships, handwritten side note by Duncan Harris
Letter from Roosevelt (no signature) to Thomas A. Scott asking on
5 Nov 23, 1926 opinion on Bowdoin letter of Nov 18, 1926 1 6
Letter from T. A. Scott to Franklin D. Roosevelt, reply to Roosevelt
6 Nov 24,1926 | |atter of Nov 23, 1926 2 -8
Letter from Roosevelt (no signature) to H. L. Bowdoin, reply to
! Nov 30, 1926 Bowdoin letter of Nov 18, 1926 L 9
8 Aug 10, 1933 Letter from Duncan Harris to Franklin D. Roosevelt regarding 1 10
Bowdoin salvage of treasure
9 Aug 19, 1933 | Letter from Roosevelt (no signature) to Duncan Harris 1 11
10 Oct 20, 1933 | Letter from Ida L. Purves to Mr. President 2 12-13
11 Nov 11, 1933 | Letter from Roosevelt (no signature) to Miss Purves 1 14
12 Sept, 1936 Sprague and Henwood letter to FDR and response 2 15-16
13 Sept, 1937 Gilbert Hedden and FDR correspondence 6 17-22
14 1938 - 1939 Professor Erwin Hamilton and FDR correspondence 5 23-27
15 1939 Duncan Harris and FDR correspondence 4 28-30
16 1976 D’Arcy O’Connor correspondence and replies re FDR 16 31-46




Tranklin Delanc Doogevelt
Born - 1882

Died — 1945 - in Cffice at age 63
32nd President of the U.S. 1933-1945

Visited ggﬁiiglﬁaﬂ in 1806 (ase

odx 1£4awD
ond, in 190¢ (aze




Framiie D. Rosserelt Lbravy.  Pho (1 229-211Y ®
Pr\bw-ma Post Road '- )
“_\‘6@ Ponta N-j . 12538 0

J. . Soawa, See. |

Founded 1492 - &wfimumwhwﬂ'

FAMD',*QOOM A,:.ﬂ;_-bhm-a'zal?c)("&\-«_o
aed ol ,{a\zﬂa-ﬂ‘l"*v‘“d‘ A To e
e FOR Lilnemy,) &

Smsm_uvﬁw‘.*%»;m—"s Sede . Eleasr—
PQoos-urb"T W FWW(W /7‘3) .




T

ye _ Uors o ampdl Yoo
: 4

DYRCAN G. HARRIR
URCAN Co WHEATOR VAULHAN

HARRIS & VAUGHAN
REAYL ESTATE
g | | 1416 BROADWAY

31
TRLEPHONK: ¥ G, C
5 | gg | BuvanT N. L. Cor. 3914 STRERT

CABLE ADDREES, “HARISVAN?

~EW yorx October 17th, 1209.

Franklin Roosevelt, Bsq., ' P : e
54 Wall Street,
. Tew York City.

P L Tl S S

Dear Franklin: , o
I returnei from Ok Island on October Eth,'anﬂ am seniing
this short'sketch of -the situation to our friends; amorr the stock-

holders. : ’*"53"'“

.“.;.

s

Yhen ve arrxved on thn iglend, on Augmst 27th, we found
conaitlon% dlfAerPn$ fron what thny haa benn reﬂresenuea. 1n tha*
- the 1ocation of the supposea tunnels was not xnorn poszt1Ve1v by
Cepbain uelling, an@ efter o 11ttle prosPecting, ?ﬁw601n deetded
~ to go to work on clearing out the main plt. "his waﬁ a di?ficult
- task, as we found water thzxty feet from the tOp of the eribbing,
~ gnd found that our s;nhlng pump, throwing sixty gallons a minute,
was:insuffieient. By uge of the bucket we cleared out the pit
to a depth of 107 fL. te¥ring out large nunntitleﬂ of boulders,
end timbhex. AL this depth we found & heevy pletform across the
bottom of the cribbing, which We wexre unsble %o teke UPe ho tﬁe
pit wes now clear, excent for the platform. we decide& to staxt
boring. At the tlme I 1e?t on October End, wWe haa bored with o
core drill, to =& depth of 16C f£t. striking nothlng of inuerest until

150 £6. where We wonb bthrough sbout sight inches of what seemed like3
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gement, and then *’ourri‘ee*' o sand, am’i’our 1nc1«eé' more of coment,
undsr this we Pound blua oley, end st 160 £t. haru g:cz:vel. showing
spparently that wo were than ont of the old 131 s :. have had Vr.
Hm}:asn, the ohemisy of the Pemnsylveniz Railmaﬂ. _ 133 e this eement,
zma be pronozme i* anioubl e*ly ari;ificial. 1t w inkerast s fng to
Imow that v’s strack ii; at exac»ly ttn es‘w denth Gg}gt&.'.n -.e-ell.,m aida
nine years €z, on t{xs gcession whaen he said he fo%x& s emell piege
of parehirent. | L B l\
Since 1 Laf‘t. Bowioin haz nmais five ether boringe o

:Pepeﬂt being 169 £t Ir mvx ¢f these he

various dap*hs, the
Pouni nmhi:ag, in thle Lifth, ha stmcf a Sr*all ﬁaam‘.ity m‘.’ sement
ot 150 £¢. En is fezring wea..ly rsx:o*'*‘s o2 hi'a "tﬂr{, e.ra ndtises
‘me in & lattexr reaﬁz. ad gestnr&ay, thet he will cﬁn‘*in&e boring

duying the gres::ent ﬂ}yw te . L r;hall Znap you infoi-meﬂ of his progresg.
i - Yours Lruly,

- m%
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PHONE F SHING 0972-R . - . ! - CABLES "HALBOWDOIN"
- 3 2

" H. L. BOWDOIN |%
TWENTY-FOUR WEST NINTH STREET ‘
. WHITESTONE, N. Y.

' November 18, 1926.

Dear Sir:-

You joined in our adventure to recover the Oak Island treasure, which
we proved after two month% work did not exist. .. : ;

Since then I have been working on a metal diving-sui% to recover the
eighty million deollars in gold known to be lying in certain wrecks in deep water.
One with fifteen million sunk during the last war. -

, ‘ ) . 7

Nearly two years ego I persusded Capt. I.J. Merritt, Chairman of the

" Board of Merritt, Chapman & Scott Wrecking Company, his son-in-law and members of

the family to put up twenty thoussnd dollars to build the suit, and now, after num—
erous experiments and tests, we have a finished metal diving suit tested as a whole

at pressures equal to over: 300 feet and in its individual joints and parts to press-—

ures equal to over 600 fee?. It works. This can be demonstrated at our shop in -
Whitestone, L.I., where you or your representative will be welcome.
| |
Vie are now ready to build a second suit and applianqes in order to be
ready for salvage work in the Spring. Two suits, because we must not send one man
down without having another ready and equipped to. go to his assistance if necessary.

As Capt., Merritt agrees to take these suits and s&lvpge one wreck on &
basis of successful selvage or no pay, thus involving an advance on-his part of per-
haps fifty thousand dollars, I think it advisable to place the two thousand dhares,
remaining in thquneaBuryﬂ with other peorple, _ !

With a perfect%d suit ready to demonstrate, these shares could be sold to
the public at a high pricj; but the amount we need is so emall that we prefer to place
it among friends and keep laway from publicity until we have secured the cresm of the
treasure ships. i ’
We offer you aiy part of the two thousand shares at $10. per share, and as

s bonus these shares are éntitled to a ONE QUARTER INTEREST in the salvage from our
firet wreck. You get, oficourse, your dividend share of this and all subsequent salvage

j
Please send reély to the above address.
With best wishes, I am

Yours very truly, |

)

Franklin D. Roosevelt, Esq,
120 Broadway,
New YOI'}'{ City >

!




November 23, 19264

Mr, Thomes A seott,
‘21 #, 40th Street,
/' New York Citys

My desr Mr. 300ttie
Hill you 46 me & pergonsl fevor bY looking
ced sand telling me whﬂthor you think
t is 1ike one hundred

over the enclo
spything of it af g1l - probably i
end one similey attempls,

Always eincerely,
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TELEPHONE MURRAY HiLL 9140

EXECUTIVE OFFICES

PURECOLD PRODUCTS OF AMERICA, INC.

TWENTY-ONE EAST FORTIETH STREET
NEW YORK CITY

November 24th, 1926.

Hon. Frapklin D. Roosevelt,

¢/o Fidelity & Deposit Compaxw of Maryland,
55 Liberty Street,

New York City.

My dear Mr. Secretany.

Your letter of yesterdsy, together with enclosure, fronm
Mr. H. L. Bowdoin, recelved.

I have knowledge of Mr. Merritt's having put considersble
money into a diving apparatus for deep water work, which involved the
development of a balance joint, and if the balance joint is perfected,
it is my opinion that the apparatus as a whole would teke a place in
submerine work, which would meke it of value.

The eitent of its value depends entirely updn the use that
is made of it, and the use that can be made is extremely limited,
unless one engsges in the recovery of the so-called "Ship Treasure".

It is also my opinion that, no matter what ability one has
shown in the development of a diving epparatus, it is in no sense -
evidence that that individuel is in any way fitted to undertake the
recovery of treasure from ships that sre sunk in deep water, as the

i personnel tralned for this work is extremely limited.

: I note in the flfth paragraph of Mr. Bowdoin's letter that he
states that, "Captein Merritt egrees to take these suits and selvege one
wreck on a besis of successful selvage or no pey, thus involving an advance

_ on his part of perhaps fifty thousand dollars™, In this connection, I
think there must be some misunderstending, es I do not believe that Mr.
Merritt has agreed to this, as stated. I have not discussed it in
eny way with Mr. Merritt, but I know so well how his mind would work
on a problem of this kind, that I feel sure thet what he has said was
to indicate that, if an opportunity arose where the eppliance was needed,
he would be glad to utilize it on that besis, but I do not think he
intends to undertske a perticular job end furnish an smount such as
$50,000.00, as he is already in a position to do that with the appliance,
which is avallable in our Compeny, if the action was justified.

- In general, I do not look upon the treasure recovery scheme
as one that gives promise of return commensurate with the hazards that
would attend such a venture..
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Hon. Frenklin D. Roosevelt. - R November 24th, 1926.
' I am very sure that, if you would forward to Nr. Merriti
the letter of Mr. Bowdoin, which I am returning herewith, and also 7
this letter if you wish, you would find his reaction would be much g
the same as mine. ‘ o
With kied personal regards, I remain - 1

"

Yours most faithfully,

A :
T L e

TAS. ST - T. A. Scott. /
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Nevember "30, 1926,

Mr. H, L. Bcwdoin,
24 dest 9th Street,
Whitestone, N, Yo
Dear Nr., Bowdoin: : . w

I find yoﬁr lotter of Hovember lsth on tmr
returile , | |

Your diving sult sounds most 1nﬁei~eating o
and T wigh much that I could Join with you, but at
the present time I am 80 tied up with the devoloprnent
at Yarm Springs, Ga., that I cannot possibly go into
anything else. | |

I hona that you \%1111 have all the smoesa

in the world anﬁ all that you so well deserve,

Very sincerely yours,

N~




BROWN, WHEELOCK, HARRIS & Co.,INc. /¢ 7/
REAL ESTATE /327

CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD . DO NTOWN OFFICE :
. CHARLES S.BROWN . i 63 WALL STREET
. PRESIDENT ’ . 14‘ EASqu—zul STREE’I R MIDTOWN OFFICE
WILLIAM H.WHEELOCK : 22 EAST 404 STREET
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NFWYORK August 10, 1933

Hon. Frenklin D. Roosevelt,
Hyde Park,
N. Y.
My dear Franklin

I am sure you will be interested in the enclo»sed phot.ograph'-

b

" showing our frieand Bowdoin w::.th bis metal diving suit as he salvaged the smail
| safe of the S. S. Merida off the Virginia Capes 1ast. week. The lerge safe
and the gold and silver bars should be :meed:.ately under i‘b.‘
This good news came to me on t.he very day we signed car N.R.A.
| Code which mey have brought the good luck. . o
| No offers yet on 49 Eas‘b 651‘.}1 Street, but the demand for the
fall is increasing a little. ‘

Ever sincere]y yours

mm%mw

DGH/N

D e

s e




ingust 19, 1633

'nxet mamapiem orﬂ.r.. Bowaom

1 hopo M m mtmg eiu; that lien ‘benaath the
 safe.

It would do wﬁ: you and me good to go
back to Oak Island for & m:m*!it!

Alwa;ya sinperely,

Duncen G. Harris, Esq.,'-i}r’
14 East 47th Street, -
How York ﬂc. YS

x PR (f'_'P
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COPY,

JULES E. MASTBAULL VUCALIONAL bCHOOL
Frankford Avenue Below Allegheny Avenue o

Philadelphia.

10/20/133,

My dear Mr. President:

_I‘know you‘are a very-busy-héﬁ, but.am wfiting with the
hope'you cen find a few'minufés to reply.

Every summer a friend and T spend our summers in Grand
'Manan, motoring up at the close of the scﬁools in June.

I followed your cruise of last June very closely, and
" took keen delight in noting the femiliar places at which you
stopped. I noted,also, according to press reports; you had
expected to v1g1t Grand Manan, buti had been fog-bouna at Machiss,

I was a great edmirer of Pres1dent lheodore Roosevelt,
and strange to say, have become a great admlrer of you. This -
sounds queer, I adﬁit, but 6£ eourse'yéﬁ afefnot_a§are of the V'M
fact, t_he' only Democrat in our Pamily wes my mabernal giaﬁdfather,
who voted for Andrew Jackson.

Noﬁ to the point of this lefter. Lest summer, while in
Grand Menan, a story wasltoid‘me by a Mr. Gaskill, a native Of,

the island td this effect. You, when a small_boy ofvtwelve,

R .

B

\Q

12




ceme over to koney Cove hunting gold. (Captain Kidd waé supposed
to have hidden his treasure there.) According to the story, you,

vith a fishermen, left Campobello, sailed across the Bay and

landed at Money Cove in quest of the treasuré. A storm ceme up
and you were obliged $o remain over night, much to the alerm of

your femily. The next day you reached home, safe end sound.

W11l you not let me know whether this tele is true or
not? I have been teking up your biogrepby with my class of

boys, and they _are' thrilled, especially when I tell them of the 1"‘«

- unfortunate circumstance that nearly ceused your death, and the
heroic efforts you have made for recoverye. _
A letter from you would be the finishing touch. Will

you send it?

e
‘gﬁﬂw\wf

E

Very truly yours,

IDA L. PURVES.

P

Mo Mr, Howe - Will you let the President see this le"‘bter'.

Thanks '. ILP .

13
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tiss 145 L. PUIVED, -
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C. B. BHARKEY, VICk PRESIDENT

1iigﬂr .
&HENWGDD

- ¥
- A- I, P IESIDENT

I,

+~—MANUFACTURERS OF

WAL J. SBCHANK, TREASURER

ﬁggggg& » diAMonn CorRe OrlILLING ,
PHILADELPHIA  SHOT CORE DRILLING-WASH BORINGS & SOUNDINGS ~-WATER WELLS & CHURN DRILLING

SCRANTON, PENNA.
ADDRESS ALL COMMUNICATIONS

TO MAIN OFFICE AND SHOPS . T« ‘ <+
SCRANTON ta. september 17th, 19536

Honorable Franklin p. Roosevelt, President
¥hite House

fFashington, D. C,

: ?
Honored Sip:

DIAMOND DRILLS AND

SUPPLIES

P

A

-
: At the present time, we are ex
buried treasure on Oak Island in
thores of Nova Scotia
§i3ince last May, and we o
zamount of worlk

there yet, before Glving up.
t

; [
R T s,

A
<3

urzer of 1908, spent a m
or buried treasure.

e have been informed that Franklin D. Roosevelt

o5
h

{3

2

T

g

If it
‘pleased to hear fr

om you as to whether: this is
authentic or not, ' ' »

1
i

_ L I
Thanking you in advance fo? a reply,

Very trﬁly_yours,

loring for

diahoney“Bay, off the

1w ¥ g - - g

« We have DET Working there
xrect to do a ponsiderable

The writer is gathering al# data possible.

in the

onth on Oak Ikland, hunting

is not asking too mu&h,'I would be

I am

JAR:HJIK - W%/ﬁ

15
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- - o Septembar'

Daar Mr. Roea.-

‘X beg to. a.oknowledga you: ,’

. 1atter of Sep'cember seventeanth. 1

: undaratand ﬁhat.dbont the yasx 1908,

- a nuﬁber of iriends of the Preaidenm
were axploring for whaﬁ was knom as -
tha Oak Island treasure in uahona .

Bay a.nd that the ?résidant, who wa.s

cruising on the coa.st stOpped 1n. for

a day or two to visﬁ: them.

Vory ainobrely yours,

Iv’tv Hr Hcme
Assletant Seoredary
4o the Presmont

Jares A. Rosakasq., Presi.dent,
Sprague & Henwood, InOey 4,4
Soranton,

Pennsylvanlia. .

isss. O (L

xeFPF313Y
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GILBERT D. HEDDEN, INGC.

41 MARKET STREET
MORRISTOWN, N. J.

MORRIBTOWN 4-1700 A
.. SERVICE
IR
40 BANK STREET
1.

CADILLAC
LA SALLE
OLOSMOBILE

Chester, N.S;
- September 1lst, 1937
To Whom It May Concern:, o

Appreciating the fact that the President
is 'a very busy individual and haé little or no time for amusement such aé
this letter may seem to represent and, knowiﬁg that he gets thcusands of
letters 6n every concievable subject or with every imaginable request,
many of which quite iightfully never reach him, I am making the request
in all courtesy to whatever individual or whatever Secrétary may bpen this,
to please not discard it immediately but to mention .to thé President that
a letter or report was recieved from the individual now'owning and operat-
ing Oak Island, Nbva Scotia, I have réasoh_to believe that he has a very
personal interest and a very personal memory connected with the ahove spot
and that he may at least want to read.what is going on there now. If I '
am wrong, of course that 1s something else again and I only ask that you
acknowledge the receipt of the letter and assure me that it was at leasf

" called to the President's attention. Thank You very much.,

Sincerely '

Gilbert D, Heddenf

17




© OLDSMOBILE

GILBERT D. HEDDEN, INC

41 MARKET STREET
MORRISTOWN, N. J.

MonuisTownN 4-1700

SERVICE
40 BANK STREET

CADILLAC
LA SALLE

Chester, N. S.

S - September lst, 1937
To The President of the United States

Franklin D. Roosevelt
The White House, Washington, D. C.

‘Honorable Sir'.
Knowinﬂ that you were once - associated w1th or
MM

interested in, an endeavor to solve the mystery of Oak Island Nova Scotia,

I felt that it might be of 1nterest to you to know of the more recent

Fv e

Zic

history of this strange spot and my association with it in the adventure

of ¥ Modern Treasure Hunting"., Much of the 1nformation requires further
‘research before publication but I sincerely think it will be of interest
to you and trust that you will withold the story until;I can authenticate
it and prepare it for release. | -
My interest in the story dates back to about 1927 wren, ceeing

_an account of the legend in the magaZine section of the New York Times
_I was struck with'the amount of mis-applied engineering already inflict-
ed on the place, and the apparently easy solution of the problem with
sufficient capital and equipment Finding the necessary leisure time 1n
1934, 1 °et out to proevure all available information pertaining to it and
"in the course of that year I obtained nearly everythinp written or print-
ed on the subject. Additional data has since come to me from the source.
of local diary and folk-tale, but the legend has remained primarily un-
changed. I was able to contact a Frederick L Blair, mentioned in the
account in "Doubloons™ by Driscoll and was permitted to examine and use

_his rather voluminous file of information collected over the forty yé&ks




ofﬁhis association with the enterprise. Through Me, Blair I also met and
dnterviewed several men actively engaged in work at the site in 1897. Mr
Blair is the présent holder ofvall Canadian rights of recoﬁery. o
Attracted by the difficulty and intereqt of the enulneerlnp problem
and convinced of the truth of many points of the 1egend I arranaed to puh
chase the part of the island involved and obtained poss essiéglin 1925,
My operations during~the Qéaqons of 1936 and 1937 consisted of openinf and
qtrengthening 8 shaft sunk by a Mr, Chappell in 1911 and then using 1t as
a pumping pit while sinkinv a new shaft adjoining it. Mr. Chappell, now
about 76 years old, is a successful and prominent citizen of Sydney, Nova
Scotia, was the man‘who operated the drill in 1897 when a bit of parch-
mént was recovered from a depth of 147 feet, He maintained his beliéf and
kept to the facts of his story under rigid cross—examination and averred
that he would be at the site today if I had not purchased it when I did.
The fact that in 1931 he spent 30000.00 of his personal funds, coupled with
his reputation in the Province, would seem to attest to his.sincerity if nat
to his accuracy;

As the Chappell shaft wés badly collapsed and weakened it'required
all of the 1956>season.to recover it and ,ake it safe. I had intended to
drill from it laterally but‘the pump had suffered sé much punishment that
in September I was forced to abandon the work and return the pump to the
States for repairs. Durlng the Winter, new plans were completed for the
conqtructlon ‘of a new shaft ad301n1ng the Chappell shaft and slightly to
the East, I planned to make this shaft 12 x 24 to cover the entire area

that research and examination had convinced me as being the 6riginal site.

There have been at least eight separatevshafts‘sunk in the immediate area

since 1795 and the ground is today so completely permeated with water that

the sinking of any shaft 1s extremely difficult. The new Shaft bhegun in
'May of this year, is now at the 125 foot level and we are proceeding to
thoroughly explore the ground underneath and on each side by means of an
air-operated core-drill, an exploration which we will probably ‘not complete

_ : . 19
until next season. Work last year disclosed the fact that, although the

L’b




_‘character of the ground does mot lend itaself to natural faults, the water ¢!
._intrudes into the center pit at 500 gallons per minute § from two directlons
and at two distinct levels. It 1s sutposed that these two water- cggrses are
the remains of two pirate tunnels constructed with the orlginal nofk for
protection, though we have found nothlng to confirm this theoryr ther than
| the fact that the water is salt ,fluctuates with the tides angjcomes from
~each shore in a direct line. It was further noted that, in accord with old
records, the pumping operations in the "Money Pit" dmained other shafts 400
feet distant, near the shore and well below tide level.sMany of the old .
shafts were located ‘and several opened for identification. |

Early in this season a copy of an ancient map, published 1n a recent
xxxt book wastcalled to my attention. The map, ‘@iscovered in 1955 in England
is attributed to Capt. Kidd and is apparently sauthentic, The book," Capt.
‘Kidd and his Skeleton Island " by Wilkins, is the latest story of the life
of tnis famous and much maligned pirate. Attracted by a fancied resemblance’
_of the pictured island to my own Oak, I obtained geodetic maps and charts
of the area for comparison. Much to my surprise I found on examination over
fourteen points of similarity or enough to convince'me that the discovery
"~ could not be attributed to coincidence. A direction, consisting of compass
Aﬁourses.and measnrements was” shown on the map, which, when interpreted in
rmds as a unit and scaled on a survey of the area, closely marked the spots
of the original workings. Search was made for markers and three were found
the proper distance and bearing apart., Two were drilled stones and the third
a crude arrow or trlangle of stones; A more careful survey just completed
establishes beyond any doubt that the markers are placed 1in accordance with
the directions and measurements gilven, A.correction of the North andeouth»
line invdaved for the maggetic change, established 1ts origin as belng
somewhere in the period between 1635 and 1645 or prior to Kidd's birth, The
map is undoubtedly intended to portray Oak Island » Nova Scotla and to locate
the original workings.though I have not yet been able to establish 1ts
authenticity. To confirm my theory of the resemblance I have Just completed

an aerial survey-showing the outline and general appearance of the islandgZO




’ and find 1t even more strikinv proof than the charts and maps used first

Obviously, much of the above can only be made clear by the qtudy of

(&)

vphotoarﬂphs and surveys, “and - I ‘have only. been ‘able in this short: letter to
state my conclusions, rather than to attempt to substantiate the; by Vdrious
arguments and facts, but should you have further mnterest in my’findings I
shall he very glad to acquaint you Wlth all the detall, q}ﬁﬁgtw

In closing let me present the conclusions I have reaehed. Firsthtﬁet
- a 1arre amount of complicated and difficult engineering was done on the 51te
. for some purpose a long time ago, prohably as early as 1640. Second, that
" Kidd knew of the site and of the work and probhably who did 1t,_but was not
aware of the exact location. Third, that the early legends of the discoﬁery
of the shaft, the tunnels, the peduliar fibre, the mysterious stone with the
inscription, the objects drilled through in 1850 and 1897, are to a large
extent true and can be, in a large part, substantiated today.’I’haven not,
of course, been able to determine whether the objects buiied are ef'any~
 value or not, neither do I know that I ever will, but I thought that the
above items might possibly add an interesting chapter to your'pwn experiehce

as an "Oak Island Buccaneer", indulged in so many years ago. I shall bhe

very glad to hear from you if you desire further information.

olncere%w Z :
Gilbert D, Hedden :

AN
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' PERSONAL & CONFPIDENTIAL . - |
- . . - m P&!k; K.. ‘!.}

My dear M. Heddeni-

L

,’/_

Lo |  Seplenbex 10, 1837,

' . . % am greatly m&reﬁmin ym g
ledter of Septembex firs® gnd 4% vividly recalls -

%o my mind eur semi-soricus, ‘somi-plessure effoxts

at Cdk YIsland nezrly thirty years 8go. T oah : :
vigsualise the theories on which you were working. . =
is I.remember 1%, we aleo _talkge};qf{_smgg_g;m._;;»13_

S E el ey du ot that you get in
Touh »ith M. Dunocean (e § in Wew &

ﬁheelpak, “real eata-gg,

 after I Jert Oak Isleng the ottiers, T
made some test boringe. and browght up @ corps of .

concrete or a thin stratum of natuyal cement rock
of very old origin. cersainly all of the earlier
data points to a deep artificial pit snd 1t would
be a £ine thing if you pould clear up the mystery
ones and for alle

. : I have soms interesting old photo— f" ,/
zraphs showing the work we did and if X can £ing '/
$hem I will send them to you %0 look a%t. "

Very sincerely yours,

Gilbex:s D. Hedden, Eaq.,
41 Market Street,
Horristown,

Kew Jersey.

22




. 13
oY : .

ST ' ' ) ‘
el 3¢
. .

X i

NEW YORK UNIVERSITY |
COLLEGE OF ENGINEERING ;

¥

UNIVERSITY HEIGHTS, NEW YORK o
o TELEPHONE: RAYMOND 9-2000
DEPARTMENT OF . v B . TELEPEON ,
MECHANICAL ENGINEERING o -
2 .
* '(_"" . L (
< 7?1H W
9>, 7, Y
Y e

July 18, 1938.

- Honorable Franklin D. Roosevelt o '
White House B o
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. President: : : ‘ . _ c‘,j”’w _/,0/

. : : . ' o /./ .
P You will undoubtedly recall having spént some time along
Kv.rxivith the “0ak Island Buccaneerst searching for /Kidd}a.s Treasure on

o Oak Island, N.S. This year I am carrying on a Tather extensive

search. Should you cruise in Nova Scotian waters-this summer, I
would indeed be pleased to have you visit the Island and see an
ultra-modern treasure hunt in progress. Incidentally, there is a
new large wharf built at the East end of the Island where a rea-
soniably large boat cen dock. o :

|

Y‘s’hether; you find it convenient to visit Osk Island or not,
I desire that you keep the above ‘confidential, as T do not wish
the press to know that extensive work is being cerried on, other-

~ wise I will be bothered by reporters and press photographers.

3
- -
R

i g

S S Very truly yours, - |
N STy 2 VIO g
. ' . Ervn.nH. Hamilton -

Assoclate Professor of
_Mechanical Engineering

23: ! .
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o gt 3, 2958,
L
- . Dear Mre Kanilton: _
| Your note cane uhile I v;as on lw cruiso el L
N in the P&cific. I wish lmch p 4 could have gane up | R

" the Coast this summer and visited Ock Island end .

seen the work you are doing - for I shall altays ba
interested in that romantic spot. I hope that. you
¥ill let me know how you heve been getting on with

nodern wethods - ours were, i fear, sontewhat nn‘kl-

_quated when we were there aore timu a g\mrter of a

| " Very swucerely yours, B Ffjcrﬁl .
: : +
#5°
_ EDR/dj-rr
o Profossor ¥Erwin He *Iianﬂton,/#V
fewYurk University, ,
College of Engineering,
“University Heights,
‘Hew Yorks
]
K 24




. . DEPARTMENT OF )
MECHANICAL ENGINEERING

-r,ﬁ_fcupled w1th other matter

ip.n TELEPHONE: o
) RAXMOND 92000 o

l
3,
3

"Honorahle Franklin D. Roosevel
| }White Houee © G

.elayed.replylhg because I realized you were prdbably ve:y much’oc 4

[

o 1 regret exceedingly?that you.were not'able to v151t the-ISland

.+ this summer. .We have two fairly large shafts sunk at the so-called = .
" 'money pit, at: least we hope they are in the right place. Oné of these

. pits is 168 ft. deep and the other 125 ft. . By keeping a pump rumning -
" continuously in the one shaft we are able: to keep the other .one free
 enough of water to permit core drilling in an attempt to' locate the

“treasure. The amount of salt water pouring into the shaft. is apprec-
iable; our measurements thls past summer showed approxlmately 800 gal.
per minute. ‘ ' P : IR I .

I haed hoped that 1f you v1sited the Island thls summer ‘that I
would be sble to find out from you whether a triangle of stone on the
South shore existed at the time that you worked there. It seems rather
strange to me that a map should suddenly.turn up in England which fits
the Island exactly, with a number of markers indicated on it, one of
which is the above triangle, and that pone of these markers were appar- R

" ently known, up to the present tlme, to the varlous groups that have SRR
worked there. S LT B : Cae Lo

The appearance of the Island has changed materlally ‘in the past
‘15 or 20 years, ‘the former stand of oak trees has almost completely
' ‘disappeared.  Actually, there are only three. of these left. The Island
" now 1is qlmost entirely grown over w1th spruce wh1ch has Sprung up within
the last 15 years. ‘ - , i .

I expect to cantlnue the work next summer and hope that if you '
are in the vicinity that you will honor me w1th a v151t. - :

Very truly yours,

EH Ml

E. H. Hanilton
_ _ Associate: ?rofessor of 25
EHH:C : Automotive Engineering
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ERWIN H, HAMILTON

CONSULTING ENGINEER

TELEPHONE

NEW YORK UNIVERSITY
RAYMOND 6-2000

181sT. STREET & UNIVERSITY AVENUE
NEW YORK, N. Y.

February 20, 1939.

.Honorable Franklin D, Roosevelt:
‘White House '
Washington, D.C.

i

My dear Mr. President:

Undoubtedly you will recall my having wrltten vou regarding
Oek Isiand some months ago. "

Recently I received a letter from Mr. Gllbert eddgn who
‘worked on the Island during 1936-37 and who is at present owner of
_ thet portion of the Island that is supposed to contain the fabulous
~wealth. He states that "Popular Science" magazine is coming out with
a series of articles starting with the March issue déscribing the
various expeditions that have been mzde to the Island. He states
“that quite a little of the write-up relates to work done by vou.

My reason for writing you at this time is to let you know that
these articles are to appear and «lso to let you know that I have had
absolutely nothing to do with any information which may have been fur-
nished relating to your work., This must have come from some source
other than Mr.:Hedden and myself. As the articles were written by

" one of the members of the staff of the "Popular Science" magazine, I
have no knowledge of what they mey contain with respect to your work.

I hope'that it w111 develop that these articles have been based
on true facts so that they will not prove embarrassing.

Very truly yours,
Lo W, ;y%
E. H. Hamilton
- EHH:C
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Maren 16, 1939

Doax Profeesor Hamllton?d

: 'f.‘he Prosidenu has askod ne .

to thank you for your lstter of P.‘eab:msua.z.:,rl

twontisth which refera to the articles L
. sbout Oak Islend which are appearing in
- ,ngcimnl'_.m.,az;g_e. “Your 1utter
brought to the Proaident's attonuion
on hig retum from the aoucham om.ise*

He aypreniates you.' calling .
then to his attontion and is looking forwarmd
to reading them when he 1a able to iind the

w3
e,

Vory sinceroly,

Stn;;han Yo Bavly
bec”“tar? to the Prosident

Professor Zrwin Hanilton

HNew Yorx Unlv\a sity

1315% Strset & & Univorsity Avenue
Hew Toxk, New York -

<—
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Dear Duncans~

. It was good to get your note at
Halifax last éondey and I sinoerely hope
you have not had as much fog as we had. I
planned to go Anto Mahone Bav but the Tog

delay and the international aitustion made

4t lwposelble.,

- I am delipghted to see those
Popular Mechanies® gtorles, and I am much
‘interssted in Gilbert Hedden's expedition.
-1 do hope he svoaesda. <

. %hat a grand crew you had with
you. I wish I oould have joined wp.

FRANKLIN D, ROOSEVLLT

Duncan G. Harris, Ea#q., ?4: .
22 East 40th Street,
New York City,

->3c

P, P.F.

August 24, 1939,

52,00 XXX

<P 7/ 8¢ 4
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION
National Archives and Records Service

Franklin D. Roosevelt Library
Hyde Park, NY 12538

1 £_——YOrrem
& GlIAL ""f("ﬁ

4 n %

September 8, 1976

Mr. D'Arcy O' Connor
P.0. Box 321
Mahone Bay

Nova Scotia, Canada

Dear Mr. O'Connor:

Thank you for your letter of August 26 and for the information
therein about FDR's Oak Island expedition. We stand corrected
regarding the site of FDR's 1896 expedition. He was in fact in
quest of Captain Kidd's treasure, but he was exploring, as you
indicate, Grand Mahan Island rather than Oak Island. (See Frank
Freidel, Frankiin D. Roosevelt, The Apprenticeship, p. 28). Let
me respond to your other questioms. (1) In November, 1926, FDR -
was a Vice President of the Fidelity and Deposit Company of Mary-
land. The "Mr. Secretary" in the salutation of T.A. Scott's
letter to FDR, November 24, 1926, is probably a courtesy designation
carried over from FDR's tenure as Assistant Secretary of the Navy
(1913-1920). (2) FDR was stricken with infantile paralysig during
the period August 10 through 12, 1921. I refer you to Frank
Freidel's Franklin D. Roosevelt: The Ordeal for a detailed account

’ of this period in FDR's life. (3) FDR purchased a decaying resort

at Warm Springs, Georgia, in 1927 after finding the warm mineral
waters there helpful to his therapy. He later renovated the resort,
bought a sizable farm in the area, and constructed a cottage for
himself. Again, see Franklin D. Roosevelt: The Ordeal. for more
information on this subject. (4) We do not have the issue of
Popular Science which you requested.

Yours sincerely,
\,DLU-LOJ\M_S»

WILLIAM. J. STEWART "
Acting Director

Keep Freedom in Your Future With U.S, Savings Bonds
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Notes on:
"Franklin D, Roosevelt: The Apprenticeship"
by Frank Freidel

ILittle, Brown &x and Company; Boston (1952)

Fdr became Assistant Secretary of the Navy in 1914,
‘and president of the U,S, in 1932,

fdr's parents, James Roosevelt and Sara Delano
Roosevelt brought him up in the aristocratic way of life,
James roosevelt died when fdr was 18 and his mother became
the dominant force in his younger years(ﬂﬁ%gﬁwéf the money in
the family came from shipping interests held by fames and sara's fh%'
parents., Fdr was born in. 1882. He grew up on the banks of the
Hudson and was educated at Harvarr?n%iéir home was at Hyde
Park, with most summers spent on Cémpobello Island, N.B.
James also built up large interests in Coal and railroadsfcxm€Lxms,
James Roosevelt was only moderately successful in his business
interests; when he died he left an estate of ﬁBO0,000, p@wﬁ{Fd.
Sara's father, Warren Delano, made most of his money in,ywm#du}ﬂmgmuﬁ
shipping, especially the China ¥rade. When he died he left
his daughter approximately $1 millionwfﬁﬁygé Park is on the
east back of the Hudson. Sara Delano was an extremely domiannt Lbian
mothé%?w%%ék%%é born sept 21, 1854, Sara and James were married
in 1880 when she was 26 and he was 52 and a widower of four years.

On Jan. 30, 1882, Franklin was born,

In the summer of 1882 the roosevelts vacationed at
Campobello Island in the Bay of ¥wmday Fundy across the harbor
from FEastport Maine. They liked it so much they bought four millism
acres of land and built a summer home. They spent most of their}uﬂﬁpﬁﬁ
summers there., During most of his boyhood Franklin lived abroad wn elanf
a few months of each year. He spent most of his time with his dead
parents till he was 14, He lived a rather sheltered life.
Franklin was an avid birdwatcher and Sailor;aﬂ& Qt&ahzif

At Campobello as a teenager he would sail his father's
51-foot cutter "Half Moon" and at 16 he was given his own sailboat,
a 2l=foot sloop called "New Moon." In this boat he and his friends3s
would cruise the inlets and coves of the Bay of Fundy each summerjfpkmv




He gajined a large knowledge of tides mmdmmx currents in. theBay, aud Sex
one summer he went hunting for Kidd's treasure on the island of

Grand Manan. All he found washah,old plank upon which W.K. Suctg

EAZRX had been carved by some hoaxer.

fdr was educated first at Groton and then Harvard. :
started his formal education at: Groton at age" AL in 189§,tm lgfap&&JL
He spent four years there, graduating in ‘the sprlng of 1900,
He attended Harvard from 1900 to 1904. He fell in love w1th.auwhman
Eleanor Roosevelt (2nd cousin) in the winter of 1903-04 and didv i
proposed to her; they were married in 1905 despite fdr's mother' sqwmzh
opposition to him getting married so young. In the fall of 1904
far entered the columbia un1vers1ty school of law, In 1804
theodore roosevelt, fdr's uﬁ&i&?’became the republican president
of the u.s.

fdr and eleanor had a summer cottage next to sara
roosevelt's on Campobello Island. Except for one summer at ¢éd< uﬁ
Seabright, New Jersey, fdr continued to vacation in the summers
at campobello from 1905-1910, spending his time golflng,chagz k#%é
hunting, fishing and sailing the ¥ax® "Half Moon", a 60- foot,
18-ton auxiliary schooner that his father had purchased in &th&u
1900 to replace the first "Half Moon" which xmmkxmm caught celi
fire and sank in the Hudson River in Oct. 1898, ftxmugkk
He and eleanor lived in new york city in a house on east 65th
street adjoining sara's house. sara continued to try and run Rd“qnWLCN”
'!their lives, they had six children; born 1906, ¥%2% 1907,
1909, 1910, 1914, 1916 the third child, ¥mxr Franklin Delano
Jdr., was born march 18, 1909 but died the following november 9 ?\NFJ»-'
First child was a girl; second was a boy 4 qu&ul

. In the fall of 1907 he went into legal apprenticeship
as a clerk in the distinguished and conservative firm of ﬁh}fl,
Carter, Ledyard, and Milburn, at 54 Wall Street. About this $ic\.
time he also became a member of the New York Yacht Club and Ciu- % 2
the Knickerbocker Club, and a dnrmeokmzfx director of the

Qg

Seamen's Church Institute. He remained with Carter, Ledyard

for three years, most of that time as managing clerk in charge

of mx municipal cases, kmmd¥hmpxpebipxmuhkzx defending large ﬁ? 33
corporation clients against petty suits brought against them.




—-3-

fdr quit the law firm in 1910 to go into politics.
he ran as a democrgt (though teddy was a republican) for ansfherc
new york state senator, représenting Dutchess County. He cluated auwd
won, and he and his family moved to Albany in January 1911.
Then, in March 1913, he Bezmxmxmsmimkmuux was appointed
Assiatant Secretary of the Navy, at the age of 31.

-30-
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Curator

o Museum
Campobello Island
Hew Brunswick

Dear Sir or Madam:

~T-am -in the process of researching and
writing a book about the 18l-year—old search for treasure
on Cak Island, Nova A->cot:.a.

As you know, Franklin D. Roosevelt was
associated with an Oak Island search syndicate back in 1909,
He apparently first heard about the island while staying at
nis mother's residence on Campobello Island,

I am trying to obtain copies of 1nybhixg
FDR may have written about Oak Island or even covnies relabti
to the rroup he was associated with, It was callad The N14
Gold = alvage Company and was headed Dy Laptfain Hei. nw,qu,
and engineer from either Boston or llew Tork. XOuuevelu 3
other am“OulabeS in this group were Duncan G, darris
ba11ds, Albert Gallatin and John W. Shields,

: In addition, I've heard a story that FDR,

WhllP he was Pre81dent, was planning to make a visit bo

QOak Island while the U.S. Navy cruiser he was aboard was
then in Halifax during the summer of 1939. He apnarnnTTJ

was going to have the cruiser sail to Chester and from there
proceed by launch to’ the island. But apparently this planned
side trip had to be abandoned when FDR received word of the
outbreak of war in Europe and he immediately sailed back to
the U.S. Is thelr any substance to this story or any record
“of it anywhere? gy e : '

Please adv1be me if you have any matzrial
relatlnv to FDR and Qak Island. and how I could obtain copies
of this material. I'd naturally be happy to pay for any
reporduction costs, If you have no reference to Roosevelt's
. Oak Island interest; could you please tell me where else I
' mipht erte to- get the” 1nformation.’

e x I would very much appreciate any. help
 :y0u can. glve me ih this matter and I look forward to hearlng
'from you at your earli@st convenlence.

Sincerely,

DYArcy O'@onnor




ROOSEVELT CAMPDBELLD INTERNATIONAL PARK COMMISSION

CAMPOBELLDO ISLAND NEw BRUNSWICK, CANADA

July 26, 1976

Mr. D'Arey O'Connor
P, 0. Box 321
Mahone Bay

Nova Scotia

Dear Mr. O'Connor:

In reference to your letter of July 16, 1976, I
must inform you that we do.not have any reference here
at the Roosevelt Campobello International Park +o
the Oak Island search. I have however forwarded your
letter to Hyde Park, New York. The following is the

pmmmrerares,

address to which I have referred your letter:

General Services Administration
! National Archives and Records Service
fi Franklin D. Roosevelt Library
{ Hyde Park, New York 12538

// United States of America

I am sorry that we cannot be more assistance but

perhaps the Hyde Purk Library will have a copy of your

request.
Sincerely,
Henry W. Stevens
Acting Executive Secretary
Superintendent
HWS : amh
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION
National Archives and Records Service

Franklin D. Rooscvelt Library
Hyde Park,NY 12538

August 4, 1976

Mr. D'Arcy O'Connor
P.0. Box 321
Mahone Bay

Nova Scotia, Canada

Dear Mr., O'Connor:

This is in reply to your inquiry of May 21 regarding Franklin
Roosevelt's interest in a pirate treasure purportedly buried on

Oak Island, Nova Scotia. The only contemporary documentation of
the expedition of 1908 or 1909 (the closest definition of the

date which the President's papers provide is "about the year 1908":
M.H. McIntyre to James A. Ross, September 24, 1936, President's
Personal File 1-A) which we have is a series of twenty-four photo-
graphs, most of them of the suspected treasure site and the digging
apparatus. In one photograph the young Roosevelt is clearly
present. There are no contemporary textual documents in the
Library's possession from either of Roosevelt's two known expedi-
tions to Oak Island, the first about 1896 and the second about
1908. We have found, though, reference to both expeditions in
later correspondence, dating from 1926 to 1938 (total volume twenty-
gix pages).

I cannot comment with certainty on your story that FDR planned to
stop at Oak Island during his August 1939 cruise to Nova Scotia.
The evidence which we have found, though, argues against this
contention. Cyrus Eaton invited the President to make a stop while
on this cruise at his home near Chester, Nova Scotia. FDR replied
that he could not, that he was "not going to stop anywhere except
at Campobello.” (FDR to Cyrus S. Eaton, August 2, 1939; Official
File 200-XXX).

We could make for you copies both of the photographs mentioned above
(at $3.00 per 8 by 10-inch glossy .print) and of the correspondence
(at 15 cents per page). If you would like us to reproduce only the
documents, please send a check, made payable to the Franklin D.
Roosevelt Library, for $3.90. You would of course be welcome to
use our research room should you prefer to examine the materials
here. '

1]
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Mr. D'Arcy O'Connor 2. August 4, 1976

T am sorry that I know of nowhere else to which you may apply for
information about the President's interest in the Oak Island
Treasure. Let us know if we can be of further help to you.

Yours sincerely,

Wil s
WILLIAM R. EMERSO
Director
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[wllllam R. Emerson»“
- Director '
glg,Dxanlen D. Rqosevelt”leg‘f

the 26-page volume of’co{‘
to Osk.Island, I would & v '
photographs you mentione _that were takenr
on Oak Island. Included in those four 8%l

other three photos could you please selec ind ma.
the three that look the most interestlng tof Ol
composition and quallty. L,Jab‘;, L

documents and $12,00 for the glossy prints.

I am curious about”yo”r refe: ce‘ﬁo‘FDR hav1ng
made "two known expeditions'toOak Island, ‘the’ first ebout 1896
and the second about 1908." Since Roosevelt would -have been:
about 14 years old in 1896, I-presume’ thié:QXPedltion would
have been in the nature of a vigit to the site and not as a
searcher or investor. Perhaps that is what first stdrred hlS -

immagination and led him to. become an~act've;'artlc~'ant,1n
the 1908 search group. S

(R ik il it tiat all possxbr Y 1ike“tc
get the 1dent1t1es of any of the’ .individuals hat~may be
‘shown in the photographs you are sending ‘me. Could’'you please
at least point out Wthh person is- Roosevelt in the photo rraph
that includes him, ” L

. Regardin ‘tghe ,c ._I"espon 2 :
“ and 1938 I gather thig 18 ‘between FDR ‘ani oﬁher“parties interested
~.in Osk Island. I know that & Gilbert. D, Hedden of New Jersey. and,'“

-an Erwin H, Hamilton eof. New~Iork»(b vhideceased) 01
with FDR regarding Oak Island: 'during the ' Ly
1940's, If letters to or from them aren'teincluded 'in the volume
you have, might you have" ‘anything that is indexed under their -
regpective names” Both these men headed Oak Island search grouus
becween 1956 and 1941 . s B AT

For that mabter, in case your llbrdrv has an

index reference system that lists names of various friends and
associates of noosevelt I'11 glve you the names of persong I
know; were associated w1th him in the 1908 gearch and perhaps

you'll find furuner Oak Tsland data under their names. They L i
are: Frederick L. Blair, IL.,H, AnerWS’ c¢.D. Tos?er, Coptoin 397

uc

= . L
e B




jvfﬂbhn W. Welling, Captaln H.L, Bowd01
~Albert Gallatin, Duncan G Harris, ana Freder

: Of those persons, I believe the a t flve

(Bowd01n, Shields, Gallatin, Harris and Childs) were
“personal friends of Roosevelt,. Would you- hagp n:-1o. kn
- “who any of ‘them - were and haw they knew Roosev

,,_its pre31dent was Captain B ol
"in this company ‘and it would be gre
with his name on’ it was still in exist T

you are Sendlngrme, I wonder_
on Roosevelt's situation during
: practlciz”~law in qu York Cit:

' . One other‘thlng'(atv
'patience). Was running off to' , :

_cha*acter kh that tlme. As he was : , 1y,
I don't imagine his motive was “t6 get" rleh“quick on ‘g Tong -

shot, but ‘probably had ‘more to do with his-fascination:
“the enlgma of the.Ogk Island undergraﬂnd‘
mey it-is a most 1ntr1guing (and stlll

rigued wi
I was g reporter for The Wall Street Journ,
feature article about the subjeet in 1970¢
piece on Oak Island for “the Journal- last.
since left the paper to devote full time;% ‘
the subaect.,‘w-' :

, I thank you for any‘help or
can give me and I ook forward to hearing from you. agaln
" and receiving those -documentsg and photogﬁaphs.wa»

come across any additional material 'y
copies of, please let me know and I'll
reproductlon fee.; TNy . P




UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION

~ National Archives and Records Service
Franklin D. Rooascvelt Library
Hyde Park, NY 12538

August 23, 1976

Mr. D'Arcy O'-Connor
P.O. Box 321
Mahone Bay

Nova Scotia, Canada

Dear Mr. O'Connor:

I enclose the Xerox copies and photographic prints which you re-
quested. Information in your most recent letter allowed us to
f£ind one item which I did not mention in my last letter to you.
I have included a copy of this item~-a letter from Duncan Harris
to FDR, October 17, 1909--with your Xerox order. The enclosed
order form should provide you with sufficient information for
citations to this material.

You may credit the four photographs to the Franklin D. Roosevelt
Library. We are able to provide only a minimum of identification
for you as regards the people in the photographs. In photograph
number 138, FDR is third from the right. Captain Bowdoin is
probably the man wearing the coat. '

Most of your other questions are answered in the texts of the -
enclosed letters. As to FDR's motives for participating in the
Oak Island expedition, I would refer you to Frank Freidel's vol-
umes on FDR's early and middle life, Franklin D. Roosevelt, Ihe
Apprenticeship (Boston, 1952), and Franklin D. Roosevelt, The -
Ordeal (Boston, 1954) for clues as to what they might have been, ,
particularly the chapter in the second of these volumes entitled
"Businessman."

In 1908-1909, Roosevelt was practicing law in the firm of Carter, ,’
Ledyard, and Milburn at 54 Wall Street, New York. The letterheads
on Duncan Harpis's correspondence with FDR would suggest that the
two men were business associates. Circumstantial evidence--drawn
from the enclosed correspondence--would not suggest that FDR had ’
any relationship with Captain Bowdoin apart from the Oak Island
enterprise. I do not know the relationship to FDR of the other men

Keep Freedom in Your Future With U.S, Savings Bonds
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Mr. D'Arcy O'Connor 2. August 23, 1976
you mention. Finally, we could find neither a shore certificate
nor a prospectus for the 0ld Gold Salvage and Wrecking Company.
Let us know if we can be of further help to you.
Yours sincerely,

l»)al\n\m“mm\ ,
WILLIAM R. EMERSON

Director

Enclosure

42




 ULB.A.

‘ f:Dear‘Mr. Emerson.i

. hugust 26, 1976

William R. Emerson
Director ' Co
. Franklin D, Roosevelt lerary

Many thanks for your promj
correspondence and photographs. relatlng
"in and work on Oak Island. ~ . o

If it will be of any help
1 can set the record stralght on two matte:s.

1909 (not 1908) and also that I had expressed~s ’prise at
the suggestion he had vi31ted Oak Island in" 1896, °

' L On the flrst p01nt ¥-{:
glves the timing of "about the: year 1908Y:
Fir. McIntyre was one year off, I know. f
group FDR was associated with ent ‘onl
search. You'll note that P.P.F. 737 (Du
cites the year 1909, and that the Octobe
to FDR from Harris refers to the work:done
addition, information at the Publie: Archives: of Nc
show that Captain H.L. Bowdoin's exPeditl (of ‘which" S ;
was a member) sailed from New York onyAugust 18 1909y Roosevalt
apparently didn't leave with them on'that date but joined them
several weeks later, - o

On the second point, T would presume that
your reference (in your letter to me of last 8Sugust 4) to -
FDR's expedition to Oak Island in 1896 was based on P,P,T 967.
‘However, the island of Grand Manan to which FDR and Miss Purves
refer ig in tle Bey of Fundy, about 10 miles south of~ bampobello
Islznd. That's more than 200 miles by water from Oak Island
in Mshone Bay, But if your reference to- his v1sit1ng Oak Island
in 1896 was from some other source 7
-be most interested 1o know.about-ii

o T have two questlons rais
you .sent me: What was FDR Becretary: of -
letter to ¥R from T.A. Scott in DR to H.L.
and what is “the development at Warm SpringS;ﬂGeorgla" that =
is referred to (sanmse flle) in ¥DR's letter to Bowdoin? Could
you also Tell me when it was that PDR was. strlcken Wlth paraljslq? o

L appreciate your endlng me the names of the
reference books dealing wilh Rocsevelt's early years, and shall
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: Nz . i
1ook them\up at the public 14 rary when I .g ow .’ ; i
this fall, I may be in the Hyde Park area a that tlme and
1f so T'll1 drop in to say hello. L i ‘

cooperatmon,

1in P,P. 5504 (Hamilton to FDR ﬁ4ﬂ58); p@ P Pe F 737
(FDR to Harris 8~24-39)7 In this last raference the -
magazine is incorrectly’ rveferred to as. "Popular Mechanlcs"

- I had previously heard. thet a- ‘thres=part: story on:Oak.
Island had appeared in the. Marchy- Aprll and'May 1939
igsues of Popular: Science, and that, A _instglment -

“dealt at length with the :FDR conneetiony 1 can- probably

- eventually get copies of the articles large ...
‘public library, but if you do- happen ‘to have them (or
even Jjust the one on: FDR). I would appr , i you

could send me phqtocoples.;lfll send. you. ‘he reproduction
fee by return mail, or elsge let m oW ‘hat t would cost'“*
and T']1 send it to you in advancé. ;
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